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AUGUST 2009
IMPORTANT DATES

BRITISH COLUMBIA TO HARMONIZE SALES TAX
The Government of BC announced that on July 1, 2010, British Columbia will adopt a Harmonized Sales Tax 
(HST) combining the seven percent BC rate with the five per cent federal Goods and Services Tax (GST) for a 
single sales tax rate of 12 per cent.  For new homebuyers, a partial rebate will ensure for homes up to $400,000 
will bear no more tax than under the current PST system, however homes above $400,000 will receive a flat 
rebate of about $20,000, according the Province’s news release. 

LONG TERM AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGY CONSULTATIONS
Several key government initiatives have paved the way for consultations throughout the Summer and Fall on a 
Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy including the Provincial Municipal Fiscal and Service Delivery Review 
and the provincial Poverty Reduction Strategy. The province is looking for pragmatic, specific and affordable 
ideas to improve the social housing system that will reflect the current fiscal environment. OHBA will be 
providing briefing documents for members wishing to participate.  OHBA is concerned with respect to the 
implementation of  inclusionary zoning policies. 

London
September 8, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

North London Optimist Community Centre
1345 Cheapside Street,  London

Hamilton
September 10, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Ukrainian Catholic Church of the Resurrection
821 Upper Wentworth Street,  Hamilton

Lindsay
September 17, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Victoria Park Armoury and Provincial Flags
210 Kent St West,  Lindsay

Sudbury
September 24, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

St. Andrews Place
Seniors Housing Activity Hall
111 Larch St., Sudbury

Thunder Bay
September 30, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.

Suomi Koti Non-Profit Housing Facility
527 County Blvd., Thunder Bay

October – December: Invitation only specialized stakeholder consultations
Please contact Stephen Hamilton at 1-800-387-0109 or shamilton@ohba.ca for more information.

WSIB PREMIUM RATES
The 2010 Preliminary Rates have been 
announced.  The Homebuilding Rate 
group (764) is holding steady from the 
previous year at $8.71 Since 2000 this 
rate group has declined about 33 
percent. 
The WSIB sets premium rates for each 
Rate Group according to the group’s 
injury and illness records and costs. Rate 
groups that have higher risks for injury 
and illness are charged higher premiums.

 •  OHBA Renovators’ Council Meeting: August 5
•  OHBA Health and Safety Meeting: August 10

 •  OHBA Board of Directors Meeting: September 2

 • OHBA Annual Conference: September 20-22
 • Ottawa Green Housing Tour: October 20



PROVINCIAL RENT INCREASE GUIDELINES
Ontario's rent increase guideline for the year 2010 will be 2.1 per cent. The rent increase guideline is the 
maximum amount by which a landlord can increase the rent of an existing tenant without seeking the approval of 
the Landlord and Tenant Board. The 2010 guideline applies to rent increases that occur between January 1 and 
December 31, 2010. The calculation is based on the Ontario Consumer Price Index, a reliable and objective 
measure of inflation that is calculated by Statistics Canada. This calculation method was implemented by the 
province and came into force on January 31, 2007.

BUILDING CODE UPDATE
 Accessibility Standards

On July 14, 2009, Ontario's Ministry of Community and Social Services (MCSS) released a proposed Accessible 
Built Environment Standard for a public review. The proposed accessibility standard was developed by a 
committee of people from the disability and business communities.  The standard includes, but is not limited to, 
barrier-free accessibility requirements for buildings.
To review and comment on the propose standard, visit the MCSS's website at:
http://www.mcss.gov.on.ca/mcss/english/pillars/accessibilityOntario/accesson/business/environment/

 Green Energy and Economy Act
As part of the Green Energy and Economy Act, The Building Code Act, 1992 has been amended through 
Schedule J of the Green Energy and Green Economy Act, 2009. These provisions came into force with the Royal 
Assent of the Green Energy and Green Economy Act , 2009, on May 14, 2009. 
The amendments to the Building Code Act: 
• Clarify that energy and water conservation are "purposes" of the Building Code: amended subsection 34(5);
• Require fixed reviews of the Building Code with reference to standards for energy conservation: new 
subsection 34(6); and
• Require the establishment by the Minister of a Building Code Energy Advisory Council: new section 34.1.
Recruitment for the Building Energy Advisor Council is expected to commence shortly.

 Next edition of the Building Code and interim technical amendments
MMAH has begun work on the priorities and potential content of the next edition of the Building Code.  Work 
has also begun on a package of potential interim amendments to the Building Code. 
Please contact Dave Henderson at 416-443-1545 ext. 226 or dhenderson@ohba.ca

OHBA NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Nominations Committee has begun its task of putting together a slate of officers and members for the 2009 -
2010 Board of Directors.  The Officers to be elected at the Annual General Meeting consist of:

 1st Vice President 
 Two 2nd Vice Presidents
 Treasurer
 Secretary

Each local may nominate candidate(s) for the Executive Committee. In addition each local is requested to name 
its representative(s) to the Board according to the following: 1 appointee for locals with 200 or fewer members, 2 
appointees for locals with 201 to 400 members. Nominations are requested by August 21, 2009.
Please contact David Horton at 1-800-387-0109 or dhorton@ohba.ca for more information on the nominations 
process.

OHBA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2009
Mark Your Calendar!  The 2009 OHBA Conference will be hosted by the Niagara Home Builders’ Association, 
at the Fallsview Casino in Niagara Falls September 20-22, 2009. 
Register Today at www.ohba.ca

Ontario Home Builders’ Association
20 Upjohn Road #101, North York, Ontario  M3B 2V9  (416) 443-1545 Toll Free:800-387-0109  Fax:(416) 443-9982  

info@ohba.ca


