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CABINET SHUFFLE AT QUEENS PARK
Premier McGuinty announced changes to the Provincial Cabinet on January 18th. OHBA intends to meet with 
key Ministers on an ongoing basis. Cabinet changes are as follows:

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Jim Bradley
Minister of Consumer Services Sophia Aggelonitis
Energy and Infrastructure Brad Duguid
Attorney General and Aboriginal Affairs Chris Bentley
Transportation Kathleen Wynne
Minister of Natural Resources Linda Jeffrey
Minister of Education Leona Dombrowsky
Chair of Cabinet / Minister Without Portfolio Gerry Phillips
Government House Leader/ Intergovernmental Affairs Monique Smith
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs Carol Mitchell
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration Eric Hoskins
Minister of Tourism and Culture Michael Chan

ONTARIO PRE-BUDGET PRESENTATION
OHBA President, James Bazely and First Vice President, Bob Finnigan will present at the Standing 
Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs. The Sudbury & District Home Builders’ Association, Niagara 
Home Builders, and London Home Builders will also be engaged in the pre-budgetary process. OHBA has 
published and distributed our pre-budget submission to all MPP’s in advance of the Standing Committee 
meetings. 

BUILDING CODE ENERGY ADVISORY COUNCIL
The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing has finalized the appointments to the Building Code Energy 
Advisory Council. The Council’s mandate is to provide strategic advice to the Minister related to the energy 
conservation provisions of the Building Code and the Building Code Act. Doug Tarry, OHBA 2nd Vice 
President, Paul Golini, 1st Vice Chair of BILD, and Ken Elsey from the Canadian Energy Efficiency Alliance 
have been appointed to the Council.

REVIEW OF WORKPLACE SAFETY SYSTEM IN ONTARIO
Ontario will appoint Tony Dean as chair of an Expert Advisory Panel to conduct a comprehensive review of 
the province’s occupational health and safety prevention and enforcement system. Mr. Dean will lead a panel 
of safety experts from labour groups, employers and academic institutions to recommend options for 
structural operational and policy improvements. The Panel will report back to the Ministry in Fall 2010.

DATES TO NOTE 
• OHBA /Tarion Liaison Committee: February 9, 10:00am
•  OHBA Health and Safety Committee: February 16, 1:00pm
•  OHBA Sales and Marketing Committee: February 18, 10:00am
•  OHBA Land Development Committee: February 25, 10:00am
•  OHBA Technical Committee: February 25, 10:00am
• OHBA Board of Directors: Thursday February 25, 12:30pm
•  CHBA Meetings and Conference Victoria, BC: March 2 – 7

OHBA Forum 2010
Blue Mountain Resort, Collingwood
February 3-5



WSIB BILL 119 POLICIES RELEASED
The policies around Bill 119, Mandatory Coverage WSIB were officially posted in January to the WSIB 
website.  The policies provide clarity towards the legislation in creating the regulations.  OHBA has met 
with the WSIB for a technical briefing on the policies. OHBA will be a key stakeholder as the policies are 
set for broad stakeholder consultation.  The regulations are not to be operational until 2012.
Contact Stephen Hamilton at shamilton@ohba.ca for more information.

BROWNFIELDS – NEW REGULATION CHANGES
The Ministry of the Environment has posted the new Ontario Brownfields Regulation and filed the changes 
to its brownfields regulations (O. Reg. 153/04) along with associated documents to further explain the 
decision to file the amendment.  The Ministry has provided fact sheets with additional information on the 
regulatory changes on the Ministry of Environment website. 

Amendments address the following 
areas: 
1. Enhanced Record of Site 
Condition Integrity 
2. Streamlined Risk Assessment 
3. Strengthened Standards 
4. Other Technical Improvements 
5. Implementation and Transition 

Transition:
 The amendments include provisions for transition, recognizing 

projects which are currently underway.
 The ministry will allow an 18-month implementation period, 

(until July 1, 2011), and also allow projects that meet certain 
criteria to be grandfathered with an approximately 3-year sunset 
date from when the regulation is filed, until July 1, 2013.

 Transition provisions would only be for the soil, ground water, 
and sediment standards (not for new ESA requirements).   

ARCHEOLOGICAL CLEARANCES
The Ministry of Culture is making revisions to the draft Standards and Guidelines for Consultant 
Archaeologists (S&G) in preparation for release in early 2010. The new S&G will be posted to the Ministry 
of Culture website for 60 days prior to their coming into effect, in order to provide sufficient lead time for 
project planning.  The proposed S&G will ensure archaeologists work to a predictable minimum standard, 
which should result in greater consistency in the quality of archaeological fieldwork reports. OHBA has, 
however, expressed concerns to the Ministry related to potential cost increases regarding the additional field 
work requirments as well as uncertainties with respect to aboriginal engagement in the S&G.

WASTE DIVERSION IN THE GREEN ECONOMY
OHBA is participating  in a consultation session on the next stage of Ontario’s review of the Waste 
Diversion Act.  The province is looking for  industry  feedback on the Minister’s Report From Waste to 
Worth: the Role of Waste Diversion in the Green Economy in order to appreciate the unique input and 
perspectives from the construction and demolition sectors.   The report examines the economic and 
environmental challenges and opportunities associated with waste diversion, and using extended producer 
responsibility as the foundation for Ontario's waste diversion framework.  OHBA is anticipating increased 
regulatory oversight in terms of waste management and is seeking feedback from members - please contact 
Mike Collins-Williams for additional information.

ONTARIO FORUM / SKI AND SPA DAY
The OHBA Ontario Forum 2010 will take place in beautiful Blue Mountain Resort in Collingwood from 
February 3 – 5.  Thanks to our sponsorship partners and registered delegates. 

REMINDERS / AVAILABLE FROM OHBA
 Altus Group – HST and Renovation Report  OHBA Pre-Budget Submission
 OHB Magazine –  Winter 2010  OHBA Health and Safety Bulletin 
 Ontario Housing Issues Status Report: Fall 2009  Executive Reference Guide
 OHBA Conservation Authorities Submission  YOUR VOICE – How OHBA Works For You
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