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DATES TO NOTE OHBA Forum 2010
Blue Mountain Resort, Collingwood
* OHBA Board of Directors: January 12, 11:00am February 3-5

* OHBA Presidents’ and EOs’ Seminar January 12, 2:00pm

* OHBA Industry Leaders Reception and Dinner: January 12, 2010 ABLUE

MOUNUIN

MINISTER OF MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS AND HOUSING TO ADDRESS OHBA

On January 12, 2010, Hon. Jim Watson will address the leadership of the Ontario Home Builders’
Association. Our 29 local association Presidents and Executive Officers are encouraged to join us for our
Annual Seminar. Also joining us on the agenda are Howard Bogach, Adam Radwanski, Dr. Richard
Loretto, Grant Bishop and Jesse Brown

TARION CHANGES TO MSD COVERAGE AND ENROLMENT FEES

Earlier this year, a decision was made to make builders responsible for major structural defect (MSD)
coverage during years 3-7 of the Tarion warranty. This change was scheduled to take effect beginning with
homes enrolled on or after January 1, 2010. The OHBA/Tarion Liaison Committee met several times to
discuss and consider alternatives and presented a series of options to the Tarion Board of Directors in
August. The Tarion Board of Directors has since reconsidered the MSD policy and will not be making
builders responsible during years 3-7 at this time. The Tarion Board of Directors will continue to discuss
the issue and decide on permanent policy by January 1, 2011. In the interim, enrolment fees will increase
by $150 per home to cover losses from several high-cost MSD claims incurred in 2009. The fee increase
will be reviewed by the Tarion Board of Directors in connection with the policy discussions. Tarion has
also stated that any valid MSD claims made in years 3-7 (for homes enrolled on or after Jan.1, 2010) that
are not resolved by the builder will be disclosed on the Tarion website.

SITE POSTING OF TARION ENROLMENT NOTICES

As committed to the OHBA/Tarion Liaison Committee prior to the program’s inception, Tarion has
reviewed the effectiveness of the Site Posting of Enrolment Notices program and found that it failed to
achieve its intended objective. As such, Tarion has announced that it will discontinue the program effective
immediately.

LONG TERM AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEG

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing will wrap up public and stakeholder consultations at the
end of 2009. An OHBA submission recommended the province allow as-of-right secondary suites,
introduce a portable housing allowance program, leverage private sector investment through government
owned land and make capital investments to bring existing social housing properties into a state of good
repair. OHBA rejected the policy of inclusionary zoning as a potential solution to affordable housing.
Contact Mike Collins-Williams mikecw(@ohba.ca for more information.




PRE-BUDGET CONSULTATIONS

Stakeholders will have two options to participate in the Pre- Standing Committee Hearing Dates
Budget Consultation process. The Standing Committee on 7 gara Falls January 25, 2010
Finance and Economic Affairs intends to hold public London January 26’
consultations across the province. Those interested in making an Dryden January 27

oral presentation to the Committee should contact the Clerk of the North Ba January 28
Committee by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13, 2010 at (416) - Y Y
325-3883. The Ministry of Finance will also be holding Kingston January 29
consultation sessions throughout the province. Toronto February 1-3

OHBA will complete a pre-budget submission for the Ministry of Finance in January. As in past years, we are
advocating significant infrastructure investments as a stimulus measure to support job creation and to lay the
foundation for the next growth cycle. OHBA is also reminding the government that the current regulatory
regime is too burdensome for the residential sector, and that the increases in costs, taxes charges and fees will
only compound problems in the industry. Visit www.ohba.ca for a copy of the submission.

CONSTRUCTION SAFETY ASSOCIATION OF ONTARIO CHANGES|

The CSAO will soon amalgamate with the Electrical & Ultilities Safety Association, and the Transportation
Health and Safety Association of Ontario (THSAO) to become the Infrastructure Health and Safety
Association (IHSA). This amalgamation is the result of a 2008 review by the Occupational Health and
Safety Council of Ontario, which gathers representatives from the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board
(WSIB), the Ministry of Labour and Ontario’s 12 industry-related health and safety associations. The goal
of the merger is to create a more integrated system, more robust front-line services for Ontario’s industries,
and more efficient back-office functions.

AUDITOR GENERAL SLAMS WSIB

The Ontario Auditor General is highly critical of the WSIB in its 2009 Annual Report. The Report focuses
on the Agency’s unfunded liability, which has been increasing significantly in recent years. The unfunded
liability refers to the difference between the assets in the WSIB insurance fund weighed against what is
needed to satisfy the estimated lifetime costs of all claims currently in the system. Currently, the WSIB
unfunded liability is estimated at $6.4 billion. The Report points to the substantial increase in claims that
were the result of the 2007 Budget which increased some workers’ benefits; this increase in benefits adds
$750 million in WSIB expenses annually. The Report also states that Ontario’s average premium rate is
among the highest in Canada.

Contact Stephen Hamilton, shamilton@ohba.ca for more information.

ONTARIO FORUM / SKI AND SPA DAY]

The OHBA Ontario Forum 2010 will take place in beautiful Blue Mountain Resort in Collingwood from
February 3 — 5. This year there will be a diverse mix of informative business sessions for builders and
renovators. Key topics include Ontario Building Code Update, HST Transition Rules, Ask a Lawyer
Segment on Liens and Small Claims, as well as roundtable discussions. Enjoy the Ski and Spa Day.

REMINDERS / AVAILABLE FROM OHBA

v" Altus Group — HST and Renovation Report v" OHBA Pre-Budget Submission

v' OHB Magazine — Awards of Distinction 2009 v' OHBA Health and Safety Bulletin
v" Ontario Housing Issues Status Report: Fall 2009 v" Executive Reference Guide

v" OHBA Affordable Housing Submission v" How OHBA Works For You
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