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MANDATORY WSIB COVERAGE
The New Minister of Labour, Peter Fonseca, has tabled legislation making WSIB coverage mandatory for 
those groups currently exempted. Bill 119, An Act to amend the Workplace Safety and Insurance Act, 1997
would force employers to purchase WSIB coverage for independent operators, sole proprietors, partners in 
partnerships and executive officers carrying on business in construction.  OHBA does not support  any 
changes the existing WSIB structure.  It is our belief that legislated mandatory WSIB coverage will not  serve 
to promote health and safety in the construction industry and will increase underground economic activity in 
the residential construction sector.

OHBA will be meeting with Hon. Minister Fonseca on November 3, 2008
To see the Ministry of Labour’s Press release, click here:  
http://www.labour.gov.on.ca/english/news/2008/08-95.html

PROVINCIAL FALL ECONOMIC STATEMENT 
The government of Ontario delivered its Fall Economic Statement on October 22.  The province is now 
acknowledging that the global economic slowdown will mean that the province will sink into deficit 
spending this year. This was largely due to lower than expected revenues from corporate taxes, 
gasoline taxes and land transfer taxes.  The government also revised its economic outlook for 2009, 
projecting real growth to be 0.7% No new significant spending initiatives or tax changes were 
announced as part of the statement.

�x Total revenue in 2008-09 is projected to decrease by $918 million from the 2008 Budget 
forecast. 

�x Total expense in 2008-09 is projected to increase by $132 million from the 2008 Budget 
forecast, largely due to higher utilization-related expense in the Ontario Health Insurance 
Plan (OHIP) program. 

�x The government has partially drawn down the $750 million reserve for 2008-09 included in 
the 2008 Budget plan.  The remaining $200 million reserve protects against adverse changes 
in the province’s revenue and expense outlooks, including those resulting from changes in 
Ontario’s economic performance.

IMPORTANT DATES

• OHBA Carol Smith Seminars: November 4
• OHBA Executive Committee: November 11, 1:30pm
• OHBA Board of Directors: November 12, 12:30pm
• OHBA Land Development Committee: November 12, 10:00am
• OHBA Technical Committee: November 12, 9:30am
• OHBA Condo Tour: November 20
• OHBA Sales and Marketing Committee: November 25
• OHBA Economic Forecast 2009: December 4

January 13 and 14, 2009



�x OHBA is meeting with the Minister of Finance in November to discuss the economic health of 
the industry and the province

ONTARIO BUILDER FORUM
The highly anticipated Ontario Forum will take place on January 13 and 14. Here are just a few reasons 
to attend: 

�x See seminars from industry experts 
�x A Showcase of product innovation & trends 
�x It's the place where Ontario's building industry professionals go to acquire up-to-date 

information, ground-breaking ideas and business links 

As in year’s past, the OHBA President’s and EO’s Seminar will be combined with the Forum.
You can register today by visiting www.OHBA.ca

ONTARIO BROWNFIELD REFORMS
Ontario is proposing regulatory amendments to Brownfields Regulation O Reg 153/04. There are five 
key pieces to the proposed amendments:

�x Enhanced Record of Site Condition Integrity
�x Off-site liability protection
�x Streamlined risk assessment process
�x Strengthened soil and ground water condition standards
�x Other amendments complementary to brownfields reforms

OHBA is seeking feedback from members to prepare a submission to the province during the 120 day 
public consultation which runs until early February. The Land Development Committee on November 12th 
at 10:00 a.m. will feature a presentation from the province regarding proposed regulatory amendments 
impacting brownfields with an opportunity to provide the government with feedback - this presentation is 
open to any OHBA members.

Please RSVP by contacting Mike Collins-Williams at mikecw@ohba.ca. 

OHBA ECONOMIC FORECAST 2009
OHBA will host an Economic Forecast Roundtable Thursday, December 4, 2008.  The session will be 
moderated by Brian Johnston, President Monarch Corporation, Chair OHBA Economic Review 
Committee and will feature industry experts and Canada’s top economists.  

Visit www.OHBA.ca  today to register
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Ontario’s Economic Outlook at a Glance
2007 2008(E) 2009 (F)

Real GDP Growth (%) 2.1 0.1 0.7
Unemployment (%) 6.3 6.4 6.4
CPI Inflation (%) 1.8 2.3 2.0

Budget ($ Billions) 2006-07 2007-08(E) 2008-09(F)
Provincial Expenses 88.1 96 96.3
Provincial Revenues 90.4 96.6 96
Reserve - - 0.2
Surplus/(Deficit) 2.3 0.6 -0.5


