
PROVINCE ANNOUNCES $1.1 BILLION FOR MUNICIPALITIES 
The Government of Ontario has announced that it is providing Ontario municipalities with $1.1 billion in 
additional funding to support infrastructure investments.  This stems from the Investing in Ontario Act
and will be distributed to both upper and lower tier municipalities depending on population and previous 
capital investments.  
To see a detailed breakdown of where the grants are sent, visit: 
http://www.fin.gov.on.ca/english/budget/paccts/2008/ioa.html

GROWING THE GREENBELT 
The Government of Ontario has announced the criteria that allows for future expansions of the 
Greenbelt. As part of this initiative, reductions or deletions to the Greenbelt area will not be considered 
and land in the Greenbelt will not be swapped or traded for land outside of the Greenbelt.
The municipal expansion requests must follow six criteria:

1. Begins with a municipal request, passed by a council resolution 
2. The request must identify an area either adjacent to, or have a functional relationship to the      

Greenbelt
3. Embraces the Greenbelt Purpose
4. Connections to Greenbelt Systems 
5. Complements the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
6. Timing and Relationship to Other Provincial Initiatives 

For a more detailed list of the criteria, see: http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page5897.aspx

OHBA AWARDS OF DISTINCTION
OHBA has announced the 2008 Awards of Distinction Finalists. This years entries were judged from 
563 entries from across the province encompassing 30 categories of building, design, sales and 
marketing. The entries judged were the highest number in the history of the province-wide awards 
competition.
The winners of the Awards of Distinction will be announced on September 23rd at the Blue Mountain 
Resort in Collingwood. This awards ceremony is a highlight of the 2008 OHBA Annual Conference. 
Visit OHBA.ca to see the finalists!

IMPORTANT DATES

• OHBA Executive Committee: September 2
• OHBA Board of Directors: September 3 
• OHBA Technical Committee: September 3
• OHBA Land Development Committee: September 3
• OHBA Sales and Marketing Committee: September 4
• OHBA Annual Conference: September 21 – 23
• Ontario Legislature Resumes September 22
• Halloween Housing Tour: October 30



CMHC THIRD QUARTER REPORT
CMHC’s recently published third quarter report has some mixed news for Ontario’s home builders. 
While it increased projections for 2008 the report went onto say that “economic uncertainty, rising new 
housing prices and a greater selection of homes available in the resale market will result in fewer new 
home sales in 2008, and by extension, a dip in new home starts in 2009.”

Single starts will bear the brunt of the downturn, as the CMHC predicts single starts to decrease to 
34,075 units this year to 29,000 units in 2009, a level not seen since 1996.

As Part of the Report CMHC Revises its 2008 Projections Upward:

Click Here to Read the Full Report

ONTARIO 2007-08 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

The Public Accounts for each fiscal year are prepared under the direction of the Minister of Finance in 
accordance with the requirements of the Ministry of Treasury and Economics Act. The Ministry of 
Finance released the 2007-08 public accounts earlier this week. Additional details can be found at: 
http://www.fin.gov.on.ca/english/budget/paccts/2008/

2007-08Fiscal 
Summary       
($ billions)

2007
Budget Plan

Interim at 
2008 Budget

Actual 
2007-08

Revenue 91.5 96.6 97.1
Expense 91.2 96.0 96.5
Surplus 0.4 0.6 0.6*

 After $1.1 billion investment in municipal infrastructure under the Investing in Ontario Act.

2008 OHBA CONFERENCE
Early Registration ends Monday, September 1. If you haven’t already, visit www.OHBA.ca to sign up 
today!  


