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IMPORTANT DATES

* OHBA Tarion Liaison Committee: June 9 * OHBA Executive Committee Meeting: June 23
* OHBA Harmonization Seminar: June 11 * OHBA Land Development Committee: June 24
* OHBA Health and Safety Committee: June 15 * OHBA Technical Committee: June 24

* OHBA Sales and Marketing Committee: June 16 * OHBA Board of Directors Meeting: June 24

* OHBA Executive Officers Council Meeting: June 23

HARMONIZATION UPDATE

OHBA is working with local associations and dedicated volunteers across the province to address potential
negative consequences that arise as a result of a harmonized sales tax on both new homes and residential
renovations. We believe that this measure will only encourage further sprawl, may decrease energy efficiency
in new homes and will seriously impede affordability for young families, as well as renters and seniors in
newly constructed buildings.

OHBA has contacted all MPPs in writing and in conjunction with local home builders’ associations most
MPPs across Ontario have now met directly for face-to-face meetings with industry representatives to discuss
HST. A second phase of the grassroots campaign focusing on both the HST and GST with Federal MPs is
now underway. OHBA strongly believes these advocacy efforts are having a positive impact in our
discussions with the Ministry of Finance and encourages members to continue to educate MPPs and MPs that
housing is a unique product and requires adjustments to both tax structure and transition rules.

- OHBA will hold a harmonization seminar on June 11

COLLEGE OF TRADES, BILL 183

Bill 183, The Ontario College of Trades and Apprenticeship Act, 2009 was tabled in the Ontario Legislature
May 13" The College will act as an arms length body that will determine the certification and training
standards of skilled trades within the province. The College will also determine the journeyperson-to-
apprenticeship ratio of trades and what trades are training to be deemed compulsory and voluntary. OHBA
has been supportive of the College, but is concerned about the unionization implications that increases in
mandatory certification will imply.

ECONOMIC UPDATE
CMHC has again adjusted its housing start projections downward for 2009 and 2010. In their most recently
published Quarterly Report, they also predict:
- The Ontario economy will contract before gradually recovering in 2010
- Ontario resale volumes will slow before rising in 2010 — reaching 144,245 units this year, down from
over 181,000 units in 2008
- Slowing demand conditions will dampen home prices and put buyers in the driver’s seat. Home prices
will fall by 5.1 per cent this year and by 3.6 per cent in 2010
- Ontario housing starts will decline to 51,325 units but owing to economic uncertainty will range
between 48,000 and 53,000 units this year before staging a modest pickup of 52,300 in 2010
- The Bank of Canada announced on June 4™ that it is maintaining its target for the overnight rate at 1/4
per cent. The Bank Rate is unchanged at 1/2 per cent and the deposit rate is 1/4 per cent.



AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGY CONSULTATIONS

Several key government initiatives have paved the way for consultations throughout the summer and fall on a
Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy including the Provincial Municipal Fiscal and Service Delivery
Review and the provincial Poverty Reduction Strategy. The 2009 provincial budget included significant new
money for housing and the province launched consultations for a Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy on
June 3, 2009. The province is looking for pragmatic, specific and

affordable ideas to improve the social housing system that will | Location : Date
reflect the current fiscal environment. Sault Ste._ Marie June 16
Peel Region June 29
. . . . Windsor July 15
The consultations will tak; place in tvyo phages. Kitchener-Waterloo | July 16
June — September: Public consultation sessions Scarborough July 21

October — December: Invitation only specialized stakeholder [T45.onto (downtown) | July 22

consultations Ottawa July 27
London September 8
OHBA strongly encourages members to visit | Hamilton September 10
www.ontario.ca’/housingstrategy for the consultation document | Lindsay September 17
and for information on the consultations Sudbury September 24
Thunder Bay September 30

AWARDS OF DISTINCTION

The OHBA Awards of Distinction online submission deadline is June 22 and the Exhibit Requirements
Deadline is June 30, 2009. Visit www.ohbaaod.ca to make a submission. The awards will be presented on
September 22nd at the OHBA Annual Conference.
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Mark Your Calendar! The 2009 OHBA Conference will be hosted by the § 4(:
Niagara Home Builders’ Association, at the Niagara Fallsview Casino in .

Niagara Falls September 20-22, 2009.
Register Today at www.ohba.ca ! ‘, l '
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SEPTEMBER 20, 21 & 22, 2009

REMINDERS / AVAILABLE FROM OHBA

Ontario Housing Issues Status Report: Spring 2009 Updated Engine That Drives The Economy
OHBA Magazine — Trends Issue Joint Affordable Housing Submission
OHBA Harmonization & Housing Impact Fact Sheet 2009 Membership Directory

Ontario Home Builders’ Association
20 Upjohn Road #101, North York, Ontario M3B 2V9 (416) 443-1545 Toll Free:800-387-0109 Fax:(416) 443-9982
info@ohba.ca



