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EnerGuide Rating System 

version 15.0 

A summary of updates to the ERS 

 



   2 

Let’s take a peek at the new package… 

Welcome to the updated EnerGuide  

Rating System – Version15.0 
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Updates to the ERS 

 Why update the rating system? 
 

 What’s been updated? 
 

 How, when and where will the updated 

system be rolled out? 
 

 Questions and discussion of your plans, 

needs and other important items. 
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Why update the EnerGuide Rating 

System? 

 The broadening scope of use by varying 

partners has led to increasing expectations 

of the rating system 

 Our stakeholders have made it clear that the 

ERS is being called upon to meet more 

needs and be more robust than ever before: 

 Development and implementation of regulations 

 Utility, government and industry programs 

 High performance and net zero energy homes 

 New technologies in homes 
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Successful ERS consultation process 

From 2010 to 2012, NRCan consulted with over 300 

stakeholders and convened a Policy Advisory 

Committee. Stakeholders included: 

 Federal, provincial, territorial and municipal    

  government bodies 

 Energy experts (energy advisors, modellers) 

 Builder and renovator community 

 Utility companies 

 Manufacturers 

 Consumer group 

 Financial and real estate sectors  
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The vision developed by stakeholders 

Help homeowners, industry and other stakeholders, 
become “energy literate” regarding homes and the 

decisions related to them 

Provide specific, readily accessible energy 
performance information to support decision-
making in designing, constructing, purchasing, 

operating or renovating a home 
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Key updates resulting from 

consultation recommendations 

 Updated rating scale 

 New homeowner materials 

 Changes to elements included in the rating 

 Updated HOT2000 software, house 

evaluation procedures and quality 

assurance procedures 

 Updated delivery network testing, licensing 

and registration 

 Plan for transitioning to the updated system 
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Updated Rating Scale: consumption-

based rating 
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Updated Rating Scale 

Benefits: 
 

Straightforward portrayal  

    of home energy performance: 

    lower score means less energy use 

Performance metric familiar for consumers – similar to 

appliance and automobile ratings 

Relative performance shown versus a typical new house 

Energy improvement can be expressed in straight 

percentages 

Easy comparison of homes  

Good design is reflected in the rating – design matters 

Energy source neutral and better aligned with NBC 
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Why Gigajoules / year? 

 Annual energy consumption rating is more 

transparent than the 0 – 100 scale 

 A rating of 0 GJ/year means a net zero 

energy home 

 Reasonably-sized figures – for a home 

that is rated at 105 GJ/year, a kWh rating 

would be 29,190 kWh/yr. 

 Can be used for all types of energy. GJ is 

also converted to kWh or m³ in updated 

ERS materials for appropriate fuels 
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Updated ERS Services for Different 

Partner Needs 

 Basic Service – house rating, house details, 

low homeowner interaction 

 Renovation Upgrade Service – upgrade 

recommendations, homeowner interaction 

and role of advisor 

 Construction Upgrade Service for New 

Homes – modelling and consulting with 

builders to improve new home design 

 Construction Blower Door Service 
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Updated Communications Materials 

for Different ERS Services 

 Key information to help homeowners make 

educated, energy-related decisions. 

 Designed also with contractors, builders, 

regulators and bylaw/planning officials in mind 
 

 Available in pdf for homeowner at launch – can 

then be provided by homeowner to others.  
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Updated Communications Materials  

MyEnerGuide Homeowner Website 

 
• Improved 

consumer hub 

of online 

EnerGuide 

information 

 

• Convenient 

links to 

enhance 

understanding 
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Updated Communications Materials 
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New Label 
More like a nutrition label with 

enhanced information 
 

Includes:  
 

1. Rating and evaluation info 

2. Equivalency definition of a 

gigajoule 

3. Breakdown of rated energy 

consumption 

4. Summary of rating 

calculation, including 

renewable contribution 

5. Rated energy intensity 

6. Rated greenhouse gas 

emissions 

7. If applicable, note regarding 

atypical loads not in rating 

8. Disclaimer re: actual usage 

9. QR code to online info 
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Guide to the Label 

Section from 

page 1 of the 

guide 
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Better Information About The House 
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New Presentation of Recommendations 

YOUR ENERGY 

ACTION ROADMAP 
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Updated Operating Conditions 
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A more robust, reliable rating system 

Improvements in: 
 

 Data – collection procedures and types of   

inputs 

 Software - energy performance simulations 

and outputs  

 Delivery network qualifications – new exams 

must be passed by all current energy 

advisors, quality assurance specialists and 

service organization managers. Exams 

administered by 3rd party testers. 
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Examples of key changes to the 

rating calculation : 

 Updated standard operating conditions to 

better reflect current Canadian norms 

 New reduced operating conditions for net 

zero energy homes 

 More technologies can be modelled and are 

included in the rating 

 Procedures aligned  

   for new and existing  

   homes 
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Examples of key changes to the 

rating calculation (cont) : 

 Air conditioning included 

 Ventilation model updated 

    and inputs improved 

 Window dimensions now  

   measured rather than defaulted for all homes 

 Low-e detector used to test windows 

 Heated floor area measured 

 Drain water heat recovery – new model 
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Using a consumption-based rating scale 

 Options Include: 

 Example 1: Home must achieve an 

EnerGuide GJ/year rating that is ___% better 

than the ERS Reference House.   

ERS v.15.0 provides a province/territory-specific 

Reference House for comparison. 
 

 Example 2: Home must achieve an 

EnerGuide Rated Energy Intensity of 

___GJ/m² /year or ____GJ/year 

 Use updated 0-100 scale figure, H2K v.11 
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Using a consumption-based rating scale 

 Bylaws that use the ERS as a benchmark 

might currently read: “To obtain density 

bonus, new home must achieve 

EnerGuide 80”. 
 

 With ERS v.15.0, regulation might read: 

“To obtain density bonus, new home must 

achieve EnerGuide rating 10% better than 

its ERS Reference House” 
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Transitioning to an updated rating 

system 
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Transitioning to the updated ERS 

 Targeted ERS Version15.0 roll out beginning 

in 2015 

 Targeted field trials in late 2014/early 2015 

 Sufficient delivery network capacity will need 

to have passed updated exams  

 Expect first exams available in early 2015 

 0-100 scale figure will still be generated for 

each rated home – using updated software 

 MURB solution for ERS v.15.0 being explored 
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Transitioning to the updated ERS 

 Partners encouraged to directly transition 

to ERS Version15.0 at the earliest 

mutually beneficial time to take advantage 

of the updated system 

 During transition, NRCan will provide 

support and guidance on how to use the 

updated rating 
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EnerGuide Rating System 

 Version 15.0 

NRCan is proud to collaborate with 

partners and stakeholders. 

Thank you. 
 

Questions and Comments? 

Contact: Chris Frye 

chfrye@nrcan.gc.ca 


